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Lighting a Vertical Surface

• Lighting vertical surfaces, such as walls, emphasizes the 
spatial perception of a room 

1

• Types of Lighting Solutions: 
– Wall Wash Lighting

– Wall Grazing Lighting

– Art Accent Lighting

http://www.erco.com/products/download/others/downloaddaten-3992/en/dltut-1.php?aktion=_startseite&sprache=en&dir=29_tutorials/04_vertical_illuminance

Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing

Mounting Choices:

- Surface to the ceiling - Recessed
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- Surface to Track
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing

Layout Choices:
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- Individuals - Continuous

Wall Washing: Uniform Distribution of Light on a Vertical Surface
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washers

- Recessed - Surface or Track
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washers

1. Rule of Thumb:   Mounting Distance = Spacing Distance

2. Rule of Thumb:   Mounting Distance = 1/3 the Ceiling height

1. Mount the wall wash fixtures 2 to 3 feet from the wall on ceilings 
up to 9 feet high. 

2. Mount the wall wash fixtures 3 to 4 feet from the wall on ceilings 
up to 9 feet and 11 feet high. 

3. Follow Manufactures Recommendations!

4. Optional corner and double wall (corridor) housing available
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washers
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Washing
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Wall Grazing: High Gradient of Light on a Vertical Surface
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing

Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing

25

What Makes A Good Wall for Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
Wall Grazing
For dramatic shadows on textured surfaces (such as 
draperies, stone, or brick) mount the fixtures 6 to 12 
inches from the wall, with the fixtures the same distance 
apart and aimed downward for a grazing effect.
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Vertical Surface - Wall Gazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing

31

Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Vertical Surface - Wall Gazing
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Lighting a Vertical Surface: Wall Grazing
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Accent Lighting
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Accent Lighting

Generally Rule of Thumb

• fixtures should be 
aimed at a 30 
degree angle from 
the vertical tothe vertical to 
prevent light from 
shining in anyone's 
eyes and to avoid 
disturbing reflections 
on the surface of the 
object. 
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Accent Lighting

Generally Rule of Thumb

• Usually, one fixture is 
required for each 
object being accented, 
but two can provide 
soften shadows and 
provide a wider wash 
of light
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Accent Lighting
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Accent Lighting
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Accent Lighting
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Accent Lighting
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Accent Lighting
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Accent Lighting – Framing Projector
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